Grande Voiture de Wisconsin
2026 Midwinter Petite Promenade
La Crosse County Voiture Locale No. 830

All meetings Friday will be held at the Best Western Plus in La Cresent, MN.

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 13th

NOON REGISTRATION — Best Western Plus
2:00 P. M. Committee on Committee Meeting
2:30 P. M.  Finance Committee Meeting

3:00 P. M. Time & Place Meeting

Friday evening is set aside for Camaraderie & Good Fellowship

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 14th
7:00 A. M. Grand Chef de Gare Passé Breakfast — Katie’s Kafe

8:00 A. M. REGISTRATION — Best Western Plus
9:00 A. M. Grand Midwinter Petite Promenade

Call to Order by Grand Chef de Gare Melissa Guthmiller

CHEF DE GARE: One rap of the gavel for Call to Order

The Promenade will come to Order, and the Garde de La Porte and the Lampiste
will close the doors.

CHEF DE GARE: Monsieur Garde de La Porte, are all present Voyageurs
Militaire of La Societe des Quarante Hommes Et Huit Chevaux in good standing
and has each given you or your representative the proper password and
exhibited their membership card for the current year?

GARDE DE LA PORTE: Monsieur Chef de Gare, all present are qualified
Voyageurs Militaire.

CHEF DE GARE: This being true, | will now proceed to open this Midwinter
Petite Promenade of the Grande Voiture de Wisconsin in due form. All present
will conduct themselves in such a manner as to reflect credit upon themselves
and La Societe.

CHEF DE GARE: Monsieur Aumonier, you will place the Altar Cloth on the Altar.
Steps (2) steps back and salutes.

CHEF DE GARE: Give (3) three raps of the gavel for attention. Monsieur
Conducteur, the Flag of our Country being in place of honor, you will cause the
Voyageurs to come to the salute.

CONDUCTEUR: Voyageurs Garde-A-Vous! Right Hand Salute! Monsieur Chef
de Gare, the Voyageurs are at the Salute.

CHEF DE GARE: You will join me in pledging allegiance to the Flag.



| pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the
Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all.

CONDUCTEUR: Attention!
CHEF DE GARE: Being honored by the presence of that Flag to which the
founders of this great Republic pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their
sacred honor, and under which we were privileged to serve for the preservation
of justice, freedom, and democracy, we pledge anew our devotion to that Flag
and to the Government it represents. May the ties of comradeship which bound
us together during our military service be ever strengthened, and let us hasten to
each other’s aid at every opportunity.
POW-MIA Seat Cover may be placed at this time.
GRAND CHEF DE TRAIN: Let this symbol serve as a reminder that we must
never diminish our efforts to gain the freedom and safe return of those still living,
and the return of the remains or full accounting of those who have perished. Let
us renew our resolve in striving for a full accounting of all the missing. May they
know, through our efforts that truly, they are not forgotten!
CHEF DE GARE: The Aumonier will invoke the Divine Blessing.
AUMONIER: Let us pray; God, our Father, Commander of the Universe,
Everlasting Prince of Peace — in all humility, we seek your blessing upon our
efforts to exalt the name of these Untied States of America. Through your
devotion and service, may we glorify the accomplishments of La Societe and
thus justify our heritage as service men & women in times of peace as well as
war. Sanctify our comradeship in terms of devotion and mutual helpfulness, in
the name of justice, freedom, and democracy; all to Your Glory. Amen!
CHEF DE GARE: | now pronounce this Grande Voiture Midwinter Petite
Promenade open for such business as may come before it!
One Rap of the gavel for seats.
Cheminot National — Dave Behling — Introduction of National Guest
National Chef de Chemin de Fer Jim Vissers and the other National
Officers from Wisconsin
Introduction of Area Dignitaries for Greetings by Voiture # 830
Chef de Gare Ron Corn

Approval of the OFFICIAL CALL as published Wisconsin
Correspondants Corner and emailed to all.

Roll Call by the Grand Correspondant

Finance Committee Report

Time & Place Report

Constitution & By Laws

Bids for future Grande Promenades or Midwinter Petites

Report on upcoming Grande & Midwinter Petite Promenades

PROGRAM DIRECTEURS REPORT



12:00 P. M.

1:30 P. M.

Americanism

Badger Forty & Eighter

Box Car

Carville Star

Child Welfare

Charles W. Ardery Fund

Nurses Training

Jack D. Wilson Fund

Boland Fund

POW-MIA

Public Relations

Ritual

Special Awards

VAVS
Middleton Rep
Milwaukee Rep
Tomah

Youth Sports

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS REPORT

Emblem Sales

Camp A. L. Consultant
Camp A. L. Volunteer
40 et 8 Days at Camp

Ken Laatsch
Tom Orval
John Aasen

Jim Witte or Dave Behling

Eric Diekmann
Tom Orval
Dale Mitchell
Jim Vissers
Tom Orval

Jim Bassett
Tom Orval
Steve Bradley
Ron Pfalzgraf
John Edelblute
Gerry Scalissi
John Edelblute
George Bloom
Ken Kozubek

Dale Mitchell
John Helgeson
George Heck
Tom Orval

REPORT OF THE AREA CHEMINOT

Area # 1
Area # 2
Area # 3
Area # 4
RECESS

RECONVENE

REPORT OF THE GRAND OFFICERS

Ray Pasbrig
Nikki Bradley
Jim Vissers
John Helgeson

Grand Correspondant Tom Orval
Grand Avocat John Helgeson
Grand Commissaire Intendant ~ Jim Vissers
Grand Historian Ron Pfalzgraf
Grand Aumonier Ray Kline
Cheminot National Dave Behling
Alternate Cheminot National Ken Laatsch
Grand Commis Voyageur Mikki Bradley

Grand Garde La Porte Lori Zimmerman



Grand Conducteur Andy Minch

Grand Sous Chef de Train Jack Vissers
Grand Chef de Train George Heck
Grand Chef de Gare Melissa Guthmiller

Old Business
New Business
Good of the Grande Voiture

CLOSING CEREMONY OF THE PROMENADE

CHEF DE GARE: There being no further business, | will now proceed to close
this Grande Midwinter Petite Promenade in due form. All present will conduct
themselves accordingly. (3) Raps of the gavel for Attention!

CHEF DE GARE: All present will raise their right hand and recite after me the
Voyageur Catechism.

| FAITHFULLY PROMISE TO OBEY

THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF LA SOCIETE

TO REMEMBER MY OBLIGATIONS, AND TO CARRY OUT THE LEGAL
ORDERS OF THE CHEF DE GARE

| BELIEVE, FOR THE GOOD OF MY COUNTRY

THAT | SHOULD AND WILL ALWAYS HOLD

THE ORGANIZATION OF LA SOCIETE IN HIGHEST ESTEEM

AND WILL CONDUCT MYSELF IN SUCH A MANNER

AS TO REFLEST CREDIT UPON IT

IT IS MY DESIRE

THAT THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

BE ONE COUNTRY — WITH ONE LANGUAGE — AND ONE FLAG

AND, IF NECESSARY, | WILL FIGHT FOR THAT PRINCIPLE

CHEF DE GARE: Let us give a moment of silent reverence to the memory of our
departed Comrade Voyageurs.
(PAUSE) Monsieur Aumonier, you will lead us in prayer.

AUMONIER: Let us pray. Almighty God, Our Heavenly Father, in whose hands
are the living and the dead, we give You thanks for our departed Comrade
Voyageurs, who have offered their lives in the service of our Country. Grant them
Your Mercy, and the light of Your presence, that the good works which You have
begun in them may be perfected and, that increasing in knowledge and love of
You, may go from strength to strength in the life of perfect service in Your
Heavenly Kingdom. And now, O Lord, support us all the day long of this
troublous life, until the shadow lengthens and the evening comes, the fever of life
is over, and your work is done; then in Your mercy grant us a safe lodging, a holy
rest, and peace at last. Amen!



CHEF DE GARE: Monsieur Chef de Train, you will remove the POW-MIA seat
cover from the Empty Chair.

CHEF DE GARE: Monsieur Aumonier, you will advance and remove the Altar
Cloth.

CHEF DE GARE: Monsieur Conducteur, the Flag of our Country remaining in
place, you will cause the Voyageurs to come to the Salute.

CONDUCTEUR: Voyageurs Garde-A-Vous! Right hand Salute!

CHEF DE GARE: Attention! | now declare this Grande Midwinter Petite
Promenade of the Grande Voiture de Wisconsin duly closed.

(1) One Rap of the gavel.

3:00 P.M. ADJOURNMENT

5:00 P. M. Attitude Adjustment Hour

6:00 P. M. Grande Midwinter Petite Promenade Banquet
Best Western Plus

By Order of: Melissa Guthmiller Tom Orval
Grand Chef de Gare Grand Correspondant
Dated: November 9, 2025

312 Hillside Circle
Johnson Creek, WI. 53038






